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‘Senjor .admimisoanon officials -
- are den¥ing 2 published report that -
claimed U.S. imelligence analysts
bave concluded -the Soviet~Union
did Mot Know 31 wes, atzac.kmg a:
‘civilian zirliner .the night :it ssbot-
down Ral 'fixght 00/ over Sovaet 3
WC&.~-'=~= : - L
{have; )

+The _senior aoffxcxals wh
' routine access'to the’ mtelhgence
- reports,-added there has beeno .
. final assessment«of The mtam
smd“tnak:a conclusion having ‘the-
effect-of .f.xonerann.g the :Sovxer.s
wasmvahn;- ~ :

“*The senior officials also charged
thet comments made Friday by the
State Deparcnent 0. ahe -report
were’ m:zutno'ued and that the

| deparmmenr  bad_ .ol -obtained
““mieragency approval" ;namelv -

“from theIA or tbe'W)ﬁteHousev g
pnor 10 mzKing the stelements. |

.»The New York Times reported oD
Fnoav that .z - review of ™all
available evidence™ had been cop--

" cluded “&nd - thar. intelligence’
-exXperts -have “no indicadon that
. Sovie: air defense personnel knew’
it was & comme—cxal plane. .before
r.heartack’ S S A Y

But the senior aummxsrranon
_officials, who spoke on copdibon
"that.thev not be mennf:ed, char- .
-acterized that report ms-eitber &
_ fabrication or zlie,” and Genied that -

! “amost mtelb.gence ana)vsts l:ave

) n—:acbec that conclusion’” e

Based on & reading of tbe :mtelb
gence datw thus far, one senjor offi-

_cigl. said, “there .is .anotber.
assessment” of the overall picture,

“and that is that the Soviels must .
‘have knmown they .were shootng ~
down a civiliap airliner” .

" The official added that the eva)- ;

-vanon of intelligence is continuing,”
-and will do so undl the aircraft’s
“black box,” which contains
-recordings of the pilot’s copversz- :
vons and flight datg, is accounted )
for :

The Washmgmn Times also has

Jearned that three weeks ago CLA |
‘Director William Casey, under:
presidentdal authority, circulated 2
gewzlled memorandum 1 officials |
at the Swzie Deparunent, Defense
Department and White House
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deny report

i
STAT

‘attack an error

wammg agamst any turtner:oubhc
discussion of intelligence of
assessments regardmg the KAL
:incident. I
Casey said Lhat IOO much mfor :
maton on U.S. “sources and meth-

ods"-of intellipence-gathering had .
already been revealed-and zhat the

time had come for it.10 ceasé. - . )
‘Nevertheless, on Friday' State

Deéparmment spoke_sgx_m AlanRom-

" berg  1id reporiers-thai ‘U.S. ana-

:vsts-40®™not know—for sure”:and’

“may:never know"” whether Jthe -

" Soviets knew -they ‘were sbooung :
" down 2 civilian airliner. - .

“We don’t know for -sure.’ How
‘can -we possibly know for sure? We
have pever said we did” Romberg
said.

Romberg “hao no bx.smes: SIV-
ing -that) -z :senior.administration
official -said. “{Secretarv -of ‘State)
George “Shultz’s- people are not
authorized I -discuss-dewils of
mtelhgencg assessments ‘that .are

“taken outof coniext-and which con-.

.. travene both .adminisoratios apd ..
Jegal prohibitons against public-

discussion of intelligence sources”

and methods,”the officialcharged, -

referring 1o the Case» memoran
~dum. -
. :'Lhkmg such der.a.ﬂc QUT of con-
Text | almost invariably .
_ faulry.analvsis and incorrectrintel-

» ligence assessments, -especially

when the, broader context, ‘which

- informs our -overall assessment, .
indicates that the Soviers did know
" that “they :were shoolng :own = .
civiliap a:.rhner”the semorofflcx& ,

Acharged -

- “Romberg “vesterdayv aedmed 10

: ':commem -on any -aspectof this’

*'stalements, savmgmnly, *I-speak -
—thb {b_g_ authonz.anon ;_I -need 20 .

" -

Aeads 10

:some ‘military analysts, isuggest
that there exists pohncal Imonve:

ealowith. :
“SWhite House off CEE,@S{\_&'BU as -

don“:far pumng’out the swory eas-. |

ing up -on the Soviets. They
maintain - that certain . factions
within the Stsie Deparunent and

« ~within tbe intelligence community -
- heve been “pushing” the view. from- -

. tbe beginning that the Soviets did

‘ot kpow the civilian narure of the

SH'CTE..\L
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A Take it crysial clear that the pilot

Thev citeasoneindication of thic
view z secret State Department
cable sent 10 Seoul, South Kores,
the day. afier the shootdown.. The
cable quotes the department’s task -
-force.as being “convinced the Sovi- .
-erswere sure thev-werefiringonan
American military plane whenthey " -

“-anacked the KAL aircraft™4 copy
“of :the-document:was -obtained bv
The Washington Times, & 23wa7:0
~ZThe officials suggest thatsome

..Smte Deparmment officials and oth-
~-ers.are-overly - "concerned that The

“ Reagan —admzmstrauons ECCuses"

¢ Honsagainst the Soviets.maydead :
: %0 2 further *chilling of relatons”
“and Dblock zlready ““limired .
chances” 'for E Re.agan—A.naropov

. summiz. ¢

“*The Swate Departmem appar

.- ently believes the American public
must be protected “from . gertring

. 2ngry over Soviet criminal behav.
ior because i1 fears such popula’ .
anger’ >could “lead o ‘war® one :

" senior official mused. < ¢ - -

‘Gen.” George Keegan,' fom:e,

head of A3r Forceintelligence, said |

he believed the statements exoner- -
-aung the Sovzets were put forward
based on “z conscious, -political
r-aecision Inade somewhere 10 10DE
' ’_~ -down the rhetoric o free the Soviet-
leaders from the Tesponsibility™of
shoouing down the aircrafi.
“I can’t imagine what evidence
- thev -‘would have 10 come up with
such 2 judgment” Keegan added.
The New York Times -ardcle.
claims tha! “most American intelli-
gence experis” reacned the conciu-
siop that the Sovietr SU-15
--jetfighter “was below,-and not-par:-
.alle] 1o, the South Korean V47! The
distinction is imporient -because
. the 747 has & dlsnncuve-sﬂhoueme
- clear)y visible“from™the “side, but
* ot necessarily from below. —
i'- But Keepan, whose v:ew “was
echoed by “the Turrent ofﬁcnals
- said that assessment is faulry. “Tne
- Tanslation of the-voice interceprs’

flew abreast, then past the nose of
the aircraft, then he pulled back
make the rocxetmn"}{eegan said. ~
A senior .administration official
simply xsaid the report of flying
_below and -not -alongside “was
- wrong, .incorrect” .He -would not

AlehAamatn o —_—
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